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The Effectiveness of a Program Based on the Makaton Method in Developing
Non- Verbal Communication Among a Sample of Autistic Children

Study aimed to develop non- verbal communication among a sample of autistic children, and the study sample consisted of 20 autistic children,
divided into two groups, 10 children for the experimental group, and 10 children for the control group, their ages ranged from (6- 10) years, and
this study aims to Verifying the effectiveness of the Makaton program for developing non- verbal communication in a sample of autistic children,
and showing the effect of the program on autistic children's possession of non- verbal communication skill (through time) through consecutive
measurement on the experimental group. The study used the semi- experimental approach, where the experimental and control groups used the
semi- experimental design (pre- post- follow- up measurement) with the aim of testing the effectiveness of the Makaton program for developing
non- verbal communication among autistic children, and the study relied on the following tools: a preliminary data form (prepared by the
researcher), non- verbal communication scale (prepared by the researcher), Makaton program for developing non- verbal communication with a
sample Of the autistic children (prepared by Margret Walker, 1978), the estimated Gilliam scale for diagnosing the symptoms and severity of
autism disorder (prepared by Adel Abdullah, Abeer Abu Al- Majd 2020), the measure of the economic, social and cultural level (prepared by
Muhammad Saafan& Doaa Khattab, 2016), the scometric efficiency of the non- communication scale was calculated To verify the validity of the
hypotheses of this study and the number of the sample, the researcher used the appropriate statistical treatment methods as follows: Pearson
correlation coefficient, Spearman- Brown equation to correct the length of the scale, alpha coefficient for calculating the stability of the scale, the
Mann- Whitney non- parametric test for the significance of differences between the independent groups to calculate the validity of the tool and the
validity of the hypotheses, Wilcoxon non- parametric test for the significance of differences between interdependent groups, and the results of the

study concluded that the program is effective in developing non- verbal communication among a sample of autistic children.
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