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Disability websites usage: Field study

Autism, a spectrum of neurological disorders, persists over the lifetime of an individual. It affects 1 in 100 children. Autism has a complex nature,
so it needs the solidarity of all, whether the family or specialists, to reach an accurate diagnosis and thus determine the most appropriate
rehabilitation and treatment programs. Children with autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) have problems with communication, behavior (restrictive
and repetitive), and social interaction. Parents face a number of challenges and significant pressures as they seek to care for an autistic child, plan
for the future, obtain information, and balance the needs of all children in the family and work during their daily lives. The study was conducted
to find out the motives of parents of autistic children's use of autism websites and the gratifications achieved as a result of this use, as well as
examining the relationship of direct experience with both motives of use and gratifications obtained. The study was conducted on an intentional
sample of parents of children with autism in the governorates of Cairo and Giza, using a questionnaire form containing a set of questions to
answer the two main questions of the study, namely, why? And how? Respondents use autism websites. The results showed that there are no
differences in the motives of using the websites according to the age of the child, and this indicates that parents care for their children equally and
do not discriminate between them. The results also show the "timeliness" feature as one of the most important features of the Internet, where the
use of websites to obtain immediate information came at the forefront of uses. Obtaining information was also the most frequent motivation. The

social gratifications of the Internet also appeared, represented in obtaining support from other parents as a result of interaction on the sites.

Key words: disability websites, Autism.
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